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The last tyrant of ancient Greece was the Athenian, Pisistratus (Peisistratus). In ancient Greece, the term
Tyrant was not always associated with bad or self-indulgent leaders. Some tyrants were noble and
benevolent, others were greedy and hypocritical. Regardless of their inclinations, the tyrants of ancient
Greece ruled with absolute authority.
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Tyrant, Greek tyrannos, a cruel and oppressive ruler or, in ancient Greece, a ruler who seized power
unconstitutionally or inherited such power. In the 10th and 9th centuries bce, monarchy was the usual form of
government in the Greek states.
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